The Washington Letter

As the November elections near, we are monitoring developments closely to determine the impact of the elections on the insurance industry and our legislative agenda.    The political party in the majority will control the leadership and the committee chair positions and consequently the legislative agenda for the next two years.  
In the Senate, it is likely that Democrats will pick up at least 5 to 7 seats, tipping the majority in their favor.  Currently, the Democrats and Republicans enjoy an even split of the Senate with 49 on each side and two Independents.  Since Senate procedural rules require 60 votes to pass any legislation with a revenue impact, unless Democrats hold 60 or more of the Senate seats, the Republicans will be able to block any significant measure.    This assumes, of course, that all Senators vote with their party.
According to the Cook Political Report, there are 28 “toss-up” races in the House. Currently, there are 236 Democrats and 199 Republicans in the House of Representatives. A simple majority is required to pass any legislation in the House.
Following are a couple of close races to watch:

Senator John Sununu (R-N.H.) and former Governor Jeanne Shaheen (D).  Although Shaheen had been leading by a double-digit gap, she now leads Sununu, 46 percent to 42 percent, with 10 percent undecided, in the latest Granite State Poll by the University of New Hampshire.  This poll showed the smallest margin between the two candidates so far this cycle.  Senator Sununu is the co-sponsor of the optional federal charter bill in the Senate. 
Senator Paul Kanjorski (D-PA), a 12 term incumbent faces a big challenge from Hazelton, PA Mayor Louis Barletta (R).  Six years ago, Kanjorski beat Barletta by over 14,000 votes, but things are much closer this time around.  In fact, one poll has Barletta up 4 points over Kanjorski.  Barletta has taken his fight for immigration reform to the national airwaves, appearing on many national television shows and speaking at major universities across the country.  . He ran once before, in 2002, and Kanjorski beat him rather handily, even though it was a Republican year nationally. But. Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) is outpolling Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) in the district, and that could be a factor working against the incumbent as well.
US CHAMBER ‘VOTE FOR BUSINESS’ BANDWAGON COMES TO AEGON 

The upcoming elections make this an important time to learn more about the issues and how to get involved in the legislative process. AEGON is bringing the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s VoteForBusiness Bandwagon bus tour to our Baltimore location on the morning of Monday, August 18, and to our Louisville location on the morning of Friday, August 29 to celebrate our employees for being responsible voters and to provide you with an opportunity to learn more on the issues, where your legislators stand, and how to take advantage of the Chamber’s online grassroots tools. Please come out to meet the Chamber staff, take advantage of voter education tools, register to win for raffle prizes, and pick up fun freebies and snacks, too. 
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This year’s bus tour is a reinvigorated effort to remind voters of their importance at the ballot box and keep them informed on the issues, candidates and resources they need in ’08.  

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce will kick off its VoteForBusiness Bandwagon bus tour in August.  The tour’s two buses will hold events in 25 states, including New Hampshire, Maine, Minnesota, Louisiana, Texas, Oregon, Colorado, and New Mexico. The buses will also travel to sporting venues, state fairs, festivals, national landmarks, and other destinations during the three-week tour that will conclude at the Democratic and Republican political conventions in Denver and Minneapolis, respectively. Track the buses live at www.voteforbusiness.com where Chamber staff will post photos, blogs, and videos from the road.  

