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Readers’ Opinions

Insurance
consumers

Editor:

Senator Christopher Dodd (D-CT)
has a tremendous opportunity to stand
up for all nsurance consumers from his
powerful position as Chairman of the
Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs Committee, This Committee has
jurisdiction over insurance issues.

Senators John Sununu (R-NH) and
Tim Johnson (D-5D) introduced
bipartisan legislation Ulhe Mational
Insuramce Act of 2006, 5, 25090 in the
10%th Congress o modernize the state
based insurance regulatory system.

Insurance is solely regulated by
individual states, 5. 2509 will create an
optional federal charter (OFCY to allow
insurance producers the choice between
state and federal regulation. This
legislation will not abolish the state-
based systems [Fwill simply give agents
like me the ability to opt into a national
repulatory system if it will benefit my
cliznts,

5. 2509 will encourage competition in
the marketplace — a result which holds
great promise for consumers, When
agents and insurers compete for their
customers' business, consumers win by
enjoying additional products at more
competitive prices, Insurance agents
will spend less time on paperwork and
Biave more time to serve their clients, no
matter where they live {or movel.

While arcane, this issue 15 a win-win
for everybody whao buys or sells
in=urance, Senator Dodd should stand
up for millions of insurance consumers
in Connecticut by supporting an OFC
afid holding hearings on this issue in the
first session of the HOth Congress.

ANGEL BivERra, MERIDEN

Prosthetic coverage

Editor:

This leiter concerns health insirance
coverage for people who need prosthetic
devices (artificial limbs). Without
legislation to ensure coverage, many
people living with the loss or absence of
a limb face discouraging obstacles when
trying to obtain prosthetic care. That is
why local patients, doctors and other
community leaders are working with the
Amputee Coalition of America (ACA) in

ushing for a bill for prosthetic

OVETARE.
Ohviously, the biggest concern

nybady has about passing a new

andate is cost. Howeyer, policy
eports regarding prosthetic parity laws
rom Colorada, Massachusetts and
ralifornia suggest the costs are minimal.
ne report found it to be as low as 12
ents a month per member.

urthermare, the analysis found that
rosthetic provisions resulted in savings
n the public and private sector, allowing
eople to return to work and be
roductive members of society.

Currently six states have alrely

assed legislation requiring prosthetic

werage - Colorado, Maine, New
Hampzshire, Massachusetts, California
and Fhode [sland. And 21 states are
-urrently in the process of pushing for a
mandate for prosthetic coverage.

In Connecticut, State Senator
Thomas J. Herlihy of Simsbury
sponsored SB162 during the 2006
wession but it was referred to several
committees and did not pass before the
session adjourned. Senator Herlihy will
reintroduce the bill in the 2007 session.

The financial and social benefits
provide a stromg case for coverage. A a
member of the Amputes Coalition of
America and a below-the-knee amputes,
[ urge citizens of Connecticut to contact
their legislators to push for a prosthetic
cowerage bill im the 2007 session.

Munprer Muci, MERIGEN

Ripped off
Editor:

[ hate this state of Connecticut! We
are grossly overly faxed and the state
jlist keeps on sticking it to us.

I recently had my wallet stolen, [
know it was my own faalt —

nonetheless, T got ri[&pul:l oif. Let the
games begin. Cancel this/cancel that —
call for new everyihing. Having done all
that, mow it's time to get a rcplarui!lun:
driver’s license.

I drove to the motor vehicle
department. When 1 was called to the
counter for service, I told them the story
and showed them the police report,
They told me that 1 needed either a birth
certificate or a Social Security cagd, (1
was standing there in front of them.
Whao elze would be on my licenser) I
even showed her the ID [ was wearing
{which had my photo and name on it),
Mot good enough! They told me they

wiould issue a temporary one until |
came back with either [ cards,

I was aggravated because I had to go
back again. Here's the part that put me
aver the edge: the replacement license
cost me 330! Mot only was my money
taken, now there was an extra 330
tacked on (plus gas expense for having
tor return a second time), The lady
looked at my 55 card (which does not
have a picture on it), then looked at my
license; she then finally believed In my
true identity.

If o want o rake someone’s walled,
and you really only want the quick cash,
take the cash only and then drop that
wallet into a maill=ox. Mo guestions
asked. It would save so much time and
expense for the person whom it was
stolen from, and a lot less aggravation,
ten. Thank you for ledting me vent my
frustrations in this letter. I still hate this
state!

Crmnt GaGLIARDL, SOUTHINGTON

Area cleaned
Editor:

An area of Wallingford I recently
wrote and complained abour (H-],
12/15/06) has, all of a sudden, become &
lot cleaner. Regardless if the deed was
inspired by my letter, or not, it is now
much more assthetically pleasing to the
eye, Every bit helps when it comes (o
litter. Tet's keep it up, Wallingford!

Rrciiann BUokman, WaALLIMGFORD

Write us

Record-lournal readers ave invited 1o
send Yetters on topics of general interest
(no more than once in a calendar
month).

LS manl: Readers' Opinions
Recnrd=foarnab
11 Crown 5t.
Meriden, CT D543
Fax: (203 639=(0210

E-mail: lettersi@record-journal.com
Oonc

We require that you include your
address and a daytime telephone
number where you may be reached (o
verification purposes (unless you tell us
otherwise, both kept confidentiall, Be
sure to edit your comments to 200
words maximum =0 that we do not need
to do so. Do not mention businesses by
name, please, We reserve the right (o
edit all letbers submitted o the Record
Journal.

Tiger Woods wins his seventh straight PGA tournament. Page 13.
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