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Another EPA Rule Comes Under Attack 

Just ahead of President Barack Obama’s big jobs speech, the American Forest & Paper Association says 
a pending environmental rule could cost 20,500 jobs or 18% of the industry’s workforce. 

In a study to be released Wednesday, the group is taking aim at an Environmental Protection Agency rule 
to cut pollution from factory boilers, saying the regulation will cause 36 U.S. paper and pulp mills to close. 
The study comes on the heels of a decision by Mr. Obama to jettison another EPA air quality rule related 
to ozone that industry complained would kill millions of jobs. 

The so-called boiler rule has come under sharp attack from both Republican and Democratic lawmakers, 
as well as industry, which say the regulations would be too costly and difficult to implement. House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor included the rule in his list of 10 “job-destroying regulations” that he has 
vowed to fight. 

The boiler rule would affect paper mills, refineries, chemical factories and other facilities that use boilers, 
such as universities, hospitals and apartment buildings. Boilers are on-site generators that can provide 
energy for facilities and factories. Bipartisan legislation is now pending in the House and Senate to delay 
implementation of the rule, with the aim of having EPA reconsider the regulation. 

The AF&PA study, conducted by Fisher International, looked at how many mills would be in danger of 
closing if they had to comply with the new air quality regulations and install new pollution controls. The 
study found 36 mills would have to close, impacting 18% of the industry’s workforce. 

Supporters of the rule say the benefits far outweigh the costs and counter job loss claims by saying the 
new controls being required could provide an economic boost. 

“Industry is trying to leverage fears about the economic impact and jobs and ignoring that pollution 
controls are made and installed here in the U.S.,” said Paul G. Billings, vice president of national policy 
and advocacy for the American Lung Association. 

Gina McCarthy, a top EPA official, is expected to testify Thursday before a U.S. House subcommittee 
about the rule. The agency, which has touted the health benefits of the rule, has delayed issuing final 
regulations, saying it needs more time for public input. That’s frustrated environmental and public-health 
groups, which say the rules would save lives and help avoid thousands of heart and asthma attacks. 

John Walke, clean air director at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said the boiler rule is critical 
because it will cut mercury and other toxic air emissions from incinerators and boilers at industrial 
facilities. “The reason it’s important is those sectors are one of only a handful that still have not had lawful 
toxic emission standards adopted for them under the 1990 clean air act amendments,” he said. 

Donna Harman, president and CEO of AF&PA, said the rule will hurt an already hard-hit sector and said 
lawmakers and regulators should give the industry more time and impose a less stringent standard. 

“We’re not asking to not be regulated. We’re asking to have a regulation that can be achieved based on 
the technology that’s currently available,” she said. 

 


