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serve a two-year term 

and are nominated by   
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SUPERVALU GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS MISSION  STATEMENT 
 

   ▪ Promote the adoption of legislation and regulatory rules favorable to SUPERVALU, its banners, associates and constituents. 

   ▪ Maintain relationships with federal, state and local elected officials as well as agency representatives and community leaders. 

   ▪ Provide counsel on external communications as they relate to the government affairs role in public affairs for SUPERVALU. 

   ▪ Engage actively in the larger community. 
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California Interchange Hearing 
 

SUPERVALU was 

pleased to play a key 

role in organizing and 

advocating for an 

informational hearing 

i n  January  on 

interchange fees held 

by Assemblymember 

Pedro Nava (D-Santa 

Barbara), Chair of the 

Assembly Banking & 

Finance Committee in 

C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e 

hearing addressed 

c r e d i t  c a r d 

interchange fees and their strain on 

California’s economy and consumers. 

 

“Interchange fees inflate the cost of nearly 

everything consumers buy, even when they 

pay cash,” said Chairman Nava. “My goal is 

to walk away from the hearing today with a 

better understanding as to why credit card 

companies and banks think this is fair and, in 

addition, find a way to pass cost savings on 

to California consumers.” 

 

Interchange fees equal about two percent of 

every credit or debit card purchase and cost 

Americans nearly $48 billion in 2008, and 

California upwards of $5 billion a year.  

Retailers are unable to negotiate the fees 

with credit card companies. 

 

The hearing in California underscored the 

importance of educating legislators and 

consumers about this priority issue and helps 

advance our efforts in Washington to pass 

interchange legislation.  

 

SUPERVALU industry partners like the Food 

Marketing Institute, the National Retail 

Federation and others testified before the 

committee.  

Supreme Court Lifts Ban on Corporate 

Funding for Ads 

 
In a 5-4 decision, the United States Supreme 
Court in January overturned decades-old 

limits on corporate political spending by 
permitting businesses and unions to directly 
fund campaign commercials for or against 
candidates.   The direct advocacy ads or 
issue ads are permitted as long as the 

expend i t u r e s 
a r e  m a d e 
independently 
of a candidate.  
It also struck 
down part of 
the McCain-

F e i n g o l d 
c a m p a i g n 
finance law that 
p r e v e n t e d 

independent political groups from running 
advertisements close to election dates.    
 
The controversial decision and court case 
revolved around restrictions on political free 
speech. The court ruled that the government 
has no role in regulating political speech and 
that corporations should not be treated 

differently than individuals in the political 
process. 
 
The ruling will impact funding for this fall’s 
mid-term Congressional elections and will 
impact state laws in at least 24 states where 
laws currently restrict corporate or union 
spending in candidate elections.  Those 
states are likely to repeal their laws or simply 
stop enforcing them as a result of the new 
legal standard. 

 
SUPERVALU will continue to support 
candidates who support our perspectives and 
we will continue to make political 
contributions through ValuPAC. 
 
To read the ruling visit supervalugr.com. 

To learn more about these and other issues, visit supervalugr.com and click on “Legislative Issues” 

ValuPAC Issue Updates 

(Chairman Pedro Nava) 

(Picture: New York Times) 



 

 

 

11840 Valley View Road 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Address label here 

Visit us at http://www.supervalugr.com  

 

Voice                         Volume 3, Issue 1 Spring 2010 

 
 

SUPERVALU Hosts U.S. Rep. Pomeroy 
 
SUPERVALU was pleased to welcome 
Congressman Earl Pomeroy in 
January to the Valley View office in 
Eden Prairie to discuss pension relief 
legislation.  Rep. Pomeroy met with 
CEO, Craig Herkert and CFO, Pam 
Knous to learn about how the 
proposed legislation will impact 
SUPERVALU and our desire for quick 
action on the bill.  Rep. Pomeroy is 
the author of pension relief 
l e g i s l a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  b y 
SUPERVALU .   

Banner Presidents Weigh in on Interchange 

 

To help advance our efforts in Congress to address 

excessive interchange fees, Government Affairs 

coordinated letters for our banner presidents to 

send to key House Committee members and House 

leadership.  Together, our 13 banner presidents 

sent 120 letters in 11 states asking their           

respective representatives to co-sponsor and   

support interchange legislation.   

 

Thank you banner leaders! 

Key Meetings with Members of Congress 
 
To advance our efforts for action on pension relief    
legislation, the Government Affairs vice president met 
with the following leaders and key committee members 
or their legislative representative: Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA); House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD); 
House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-OH); Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY); Senator 
Tom Harkin (D-IA), Chairman Senate Health,          
Employment, Labor and Pensions Subcommittee 
(HELP); Rep. John Kline (R-MN), ranking Republican 

Member on the Senate Health, Employment, Labor and 
Pensions Subcommittee (HELP); Rep. Earl Pomeroy    
(D-ND), House Way and Means Committee;  and Rep. 
Patrick Tiberi (R-OH), House Ways and Means        
Committee. 

2010 Election Outlook 
Seats up for election this Fall:  
Senate: 37 of 100 seats; 18-D, 19-R. 

House: All 435 seats; currently occupied:     
255-D, 178-R, 2 Vacancies. 
Governors: 37 seats; 19-D, 18-R. 
 

For more information on the Election landscape, 
visit www.supervalugr.com 

http://www.supervalugr.com/

