
 

 

Board of Directors 

Promote the adoption of legislation and regulatory rules that are favorable to SUPERVALU, its banners, associates and con-

stituents. 
 

Actively engage in the larger community. 
 

Provide counsel on external communications as they relate to the government affairs role in public affairs for SUPERVALU. 
 

Maintain relationships with federal, state and local elected officials as well as agency representatives and community leaders. 

Retail East 
 

 Judy Spires 
 President, ACME, PA 
 

 Larry Wahlstrom 
 President Shaw’s, MA   
 

Retail Midwest 
 

 Keith Nielsen 
 President, Jewel-Osco, IL  
 

Retail West 
 

 Stephanie Martin  
 Dir. Retail West Comm.,  

 CA   
 

Supply Chain 
 

 Bill Chew 
 EVP SE Region, GA 
 

Merchandising/Marketing 
 

 Mitch Oddo 
 VP Total Alcohol Beverage, 

 MN   
 

Human Resources 
 

 Libby Pidgeon 
 VP, HR Corporate, MN   
 

Legal 
 

 Brian Bethke  
 Lead Counsel Contract Law, 

 ID (Legal Counsel)   
 

Pharmacy 
 

 Vic Vercammen 
 Dir. Prof. Services & Gov.  

  Relations,  IL  

 (PAC Vice Chair)   
 

Finance 
 

 Scott Christensen  
 VP, Accounting, MN   

  (PAC Treasurer) 
 

 Renee Bergquist 
 Dir. Accts. Payable , ID  

  (PAC Asst. Treasurer)   
 

Government Affairs 
 

 Mike Erlandson 
 VP, Government Affairs, MN  

  (PAC Chair) 
 

 Cheryl Keshian 
 Representative, ID  

  (PAC Secretary)  
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Organized Retail Crime Introduced in 

the House. On 

July 15th, Reps. 

Ellsworth (IN) 

and Jordan (OH) 

introduced the 

Organized Retail 

Crime Act of 

2008, H.R. 6491.  ORC is a growing prob-

lem in the retail industry and amounts to 

an estimated $30 billion loss each year, in 

addition to numerous public health and 

safety concerns. 
 

H.R. 6491 defines ORC for federal law and 

gives law enforcement additional tools to 

detect and prosecute crimes.  It creates 

new online reporting requirements re-

garding origins of items for sale in mass 

quantities.  ORC online resale is becoming 

a prolific practice, and this change will 

help retailers to recover stolen property.  

Finally, the bill orders the U.S. Sentencing 

Commission to revise ORC related punish-

ments to reflect the serious nature of 

these crimes. 
 

This bill has bipartisan support with nine 

sponsors. ValuPAC & FMI strongly support 

H.R. 6491 and will work towards its pas-

sage. 

ValuPAC Issue Update 
 

Interchange Leaves Committee in 

the House.  On July 16, 2008, the U.S. 

House Committee on the Judiciary held 

a mark-up session on H.R. 5546.  Chair-

man Conyers of Michigan, one of the 

original sponsors of the bill, successfully 

led a 19 to 16 vote to move the Inter-

change Bill out of committee without 

any major amendments. 
 

H.R. 5546 attempts to limit abusive in-

terchange fees by forcing credit card 

companies to negotiate with retailers 

when setting fee rates.  In 2008, the 

sum of the average two percent fee ap-

plied to every card transaction will total 

$48 to $52 billion. This cost is shared by 

retailers and 

c o n s u m e r s 

through prod-

uct price deci-

sions and ag-

gravates stiff 

competition in 

the grocery 

i n d u s t r y 

(where two 

percent is the average margin of profit). 
 

When the U.S. House comes back into 

session September 9th, 

our biggest focus will 

be getting H.R. 5546 

onto the calendar for a 

vote.  You may support 

this effort further by 

sending letters via 

ñGet Activeò at      

supervalugr.com. 

 
 

ValuPAC Welcomes 

Our New Members: 
 

 
 

In July, six new mem-

bers joined ValuPAC!  
  

 

With each addition so grows 

our influence in Washington! 

Picture 
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In 1828, cartoonist Thomas Nast solidified the 

donkey as a symbol of Democrats when he cap-
tured Andrew Jackson in the form of his animal 
nickname in a political cartoon. 
 

The Republican Elephant is also credited to Nast.  
In 1874 he labeled an elephant running from a 
donkey wearing lion skins: ñthe Republican Vote.ò 
 

Minneapolis/St. Paul was host to the RNC once 
before. It was 1892 and Benjamin Harrison was 
the nominee. 

 

Chicago has hosted the DNC a record 11 times. 

 

ValuPAC is proud to welcome all RNC delegates, 

elected officials & visitors to the Twin Cities!! 

Events: ValuPAC Wants You to Know... 
 

National Party Conventions 

are approaching!  Sept. 1st to 

4th, the Republican National 

Convention takes place in Min-

neapolis/St. Paul near SUPER-

VALUôs corporate headquarters.  

We encourage all associates in 

the area to get involved to ex-

perience this historical event.  To 

find out more information about 

the Convention and how you can 

get involved you may visit 

www.gopconvention2008.com.  

If you want to find out more about the Democratic National 

Convention in Denver (Aug. 25th to 28th), you may visit 

www.demconvention.com. 
 

~Rep. Melissa Bean (IL-8) and 

staffers of Reps. Ellison, Peterson and 

Emanuel to discuss support for the 

Interchange Bill, H.R. 5546 (read 

more about this on page one). 
 

~Staff members of Committee of 

Energy and Commerce Chairman 

Dingell (MI-15) and Rep. Stupak (MI-

1) regarding passage of Food Safety 

legislation.  
 

~Chief Clerk of the House Financial 

Services committee regarding a num-

ber of important pieces of legislation. 
 

You can learn about these issues and 

others, as well as get involved by 

writing to your elected officials, by 

visiting www.supervalugr.com! 

Leader of the PAC:  Cheryl Keshian 
 

ValuPAC Secretary Cheryl Keshian joined Albertsons 
Government Affairs in May 2005.  Before coming to 
SUPERVALU, Keshian spent 10 years at Micron Technol-
ogy in Boise. 
 

After Keshianôs arrival at Albertsons, the Government 
Affairs team put together a PAC solicitation for then 
named ABSPACðAlbertsons PAC.  Cheryl undertook the 
role of PAC secretary, giving her the responsibilities of 

processing new memberships and filing monthly Federal Election Com-

mission (FEC) reports.  After the acquisition, ABSPAC became Valu-
PACðKeshian is now our Boise Government Affairs Representative 
 

Cheryl and her husband own a full-service Thoroughbred breeding and 
boarding operation outside of Boise, ID and have bred and raised rac-
ing horses that have successfully competed in Idaho and California.  

Sheôs lived in different parts of the U.S. with her husband, including 
Kentucky. 
 

As a veteran ValuPAC team member, Keshian knows the difference a 
few additional PAC members can make towards overall success. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
(Political Party Special Edition) 

 

VALUPACôS CHAIR RECENTLY MET WITH: 

http://www.supervalugr.com/
http://www.gopconvention2008.com
http://www.demconvention.com

