
 

 

Board of Directors 
2009-2010 

Retail East 
 

 Judy Spires 
 President, ACME, PA 
 

Retail Midwest 
 

 Keith Nielsen 
 President, Jewel-Osco, IL  
 

Retail West 
 

 Stephanie Martin  
 Director Retail West  
  Communications, CA   
 

Supply Chain 
 

 Mark Gossett 
 EVP SE Region, GA 
 

Merchandising/Marketing 
 

 Mitch Oddo 
 VP Total Alcohol Beverage, 

 MN   
 

Human Resources 
 

 Libby Pidgeon 
 VP, HR Corporate, MN   

   
  David Johns 
 Director, Labor Relations, MN   
 

Legal 
 

 Brian Bethke  
 Lead Counsel Contract Law, 

 ID (Legal Counsel)   
 

Pharmacy 
 

 Vic Vercammen 
 Director  Prof. Services &    

  Government Relations,  IL  

 (PAC Vice Chair)   
 

Finance 
 

 Scott Christensen  
 VP, Accounting, MN   

  (PAC Treasurer) 
 

 Renee Bergquist 
 Dir. Accts. Payable , ID  

  (PAC Asst. Treasurer)   
 

Government Affairs 
 

 Mike Erlandson 
 VP, Government Affairs, MN  

  (PAC Chair) 
 

 Elise Diedrich 
 Manager, Government  

  Affairs, MN  

  (PAC Secretary)  

Promote the adoption of legislation and regulatory rules that are favorable to SUPERVALU, its banners, associates and con-

stituents. 
 

Actively engage in the larger community. 
 

Provide counsel on external communications as they relate to the government affairs role in public affairs for SUPERVALU. 
 

Maintain relationships with federal, state and local elected officials as well as agency representatives and community leaders. 

SUPERVALU GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS MISSION  STATEMENT 

     

    VOICE 
 Volume 2, Issue 1 

    Spring 2009 

Organized Retail Crime Introduced 

The “Combating Organized Retail Crime 

Act of 2009” was introduced in both the 

House and the Senate in late February.  

The legislation would make Organized 

Retail Crime (ORC) a federal felony and 

require operators of online auction sites 

to cooperate with retailers and law  

enforcement in their ORC  

investigations.  

 

In addition to changes on the federal 

level, SUPERVALU continues to support 

changes to increase penalties for ORC 

in a number of states including  

Minnesota, Washington, California and 

Indiana. 

 

ORC costs the retail industry $30 billion 

in losses each year. ORC is distinct from 

petty shoplifting involving professional 

theft rings who pilfer large amounts of 

merchandise that is sold back into the 

marketplace through pawnshops, flea 

markets and internet auction sites. 

 

SUPERVALU, the Food Marketing  

Institute and the National Retail  

Federation, will continue our work  

toward passage of these important 

pieces of legislation.  

ValuPAC Issue Updates 
 

Food Safety is a Key Issue  
 

On February 16, John Hanlin, VP of 

Food Safety, represented SUPERVALU 

at a food safety forum convened by   

Senator Amy Klobuchar (MN). Joined 

by Minnesota health officials and  

academics, Hanlin highlighted the 

need for improvements to our  

government’s food safety system.  
 

Hanlin outlined SUPERVALU’s  

proposals to improve the current food 

safety  

s y s t e m 

which  

include: a 

n a t i o n a l 

s t a n d a r d 

on epide-

miological 

investigations; a properly funded multi

-agency approach; streamlining which 

agency leads in certain safety moni-

toring; national third party  

certification; and mandatory recall  

authority. 

 

Recent salmonella outbreaks from 

peanut ingredients has brought issues 

of food safety to the forefront in  

Congress.  New safety standards must 

produce tangible outcomes to improve 

the safety of both domestic and  

imported foods.  
 
 

To learn more about these issues and 

proposals in Congress, visit our  

website at supervalugr.com. 
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SUPERVALU Chairman and 

CEO, Jeff Noddle, spoke 

with President Obama at a  

Business Council Event in 

February. They discovered   

the President was a cus-

tomer of Jewel-Osco in his home state of 

Illinois. To honor our “First” customer in 

the Oval Office, we will present President 

Obama a Jewel–Osco loyalty card.  

A Year In Review: ValuPAC Issues 2008 
 

 In 2008, we saw some big wins in Washington D.C.,  

including the passage of legislation to correct FACTA, 

pension relief for 2009 and legislation to address  

Interchange Fees passed out of a major House  

Committee.  Government Affairs has prepared a short 

summary of key legislative issues from 2008 that we  

engaged in or were being tracked by SUPERVALU and our 

industry partners. To view this summary, please see the 

Legislative Issues section on our website at  

www.supervalugr.com! 
 

Representing SUPERVALU, Mike Erlandson recently met with 

Senator Max Baucus (MT), Chairman, Senate Finance 

Committee; Senator Tom Harkin (IA), Chairman, Senate 

Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee; Senator 

Harry Reid (NV), Senate Majority Leader; Senator Amy 

Klobuchar (MN); and  Congressman Erik Paulsen (MN-

03).  
 

Mike discussed vital issues affecting SUPERVALU including 

Food Safety, Interchange Fees and Pharmacy concerns. 
 

To learn how you can get involved in these issues visit our 

Get Active page on our website. 

 

DID YOU 

 KNOW? 

VALUPAC CHAIR MEETINGS: 

Hold the Date! 

SUPERVALU’s Government Affairs Department presents: 

Pizza and Politics on April 9, 2009 

ñBailouts, Budget Deficits and Businessðthe Future of the U.S. Economyò 

Featuring Art Rolnick, Senior Vice President and Director of Research at the  

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

Pizza and Politics is a new feature of Government Affairs  

that offers associates an opportunity to learn about current public policies and  

get involved in the legislative process. More information coming soon! 

 

http://www.supervalugr.com/

